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Passenger traffic at Malta International Airport for the first quarter of 2012 experienced a decline of 4.7% 
when compared to the same period in 2011. This drop, which is equivalent to a reduction of 27,427 
passenger movements, was brought about by a decline of 10% in seat capacity. When analysing this 
quarter’s results, one must also take into consideration the extraordinary influx of over 13,000 passenger 
movements generated by the unrest in Libya last year. Excluding this effect, passenger movements for the 
first quarter were 3% less than 2011. 
This result is in line with the Company's forecast for the year. 
 
The average Seat Load Factor for the quarter was stronger than that achieved in the same period last year 
- 69% in 2012 as opposed to 65% in 2011. Cargo and Mail for the first three months were marginally lower 
than 2011, registering a drop of 0.5%, whilst the maximum take-off weight (MTOW) which to a certain 
extent is dependent on aircraft movements, dropped by 8.1%. 
 
A look at the airport’s core markets reveals that the United Kingdom, responsible for approximately 33% of 
total traffic, registered the same level of traffic as that of 2011. Italy on the other hand registered a six (6) 
percentage point increase in the Seat Load Factor (from 56% in 2011 to 62% this year) whilst passenger 
movements for this market dropped by 16%. On a more positive note, the German market experienced 
growth both in terms of seat capacity as well as Seat Load Factor, resulting in a substantial increase in 
passenger movements of 21%. The French and Spanish markets registered drops in passenger 
movements of 11% and 38% respectively.  
 
March 2012 
Passenger movements at Malta International Airport in March 2012 reached 221,912. The decrease in 
passenger movements, when compared to the same month last year, is equivalent to 7.7%. Seat capacity 
for the month was 9.9% less than last year, whilst the average seat load factor increased by 1.7 percentage 
points over March 2011. Excluding the effect of the unrest in North Africa last year, passenger movements 
for March 2012 would have been 5.5% less than last year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Overview 

 
1 Jan -  

31 Mar 2012 
% Change* 

1 Mar –  
31 Mar 2012 

% Change* 

Passenger Movements 557,570 -4.7% 221,912 -7.70% 

Aircraft Movements 5,038 -8.8% 1,903 -7.50% 

Cargo and Mail (in tonnes) 4,018 -0.5% 1,385 -4.60% 

Seat Capacity 807,139 -10.1% 307,157 -9.90% 

Seat Load Factor 69.1% 3.9 PPD 72.20% 1.7 PPD 

MTOW (in tonnes) 428,549 -8.1% 159,259 -9.50% 
 

 
Top Destinations (by Country) 

Country 
1 Jan – 

31 Mar 2012 
% Change* 

1 Mar –  
31 Mar 2012 

% Change* 

UNITED KINGDOM 186,506 -0.1% 72,331 -1.90% 

ITALY 104,165 -16.2% 41,051 -17.40% 

GERMANY 91,908 21.0% 35,137 8.60% 

FRANCE 21,736 -10.6% 10,238 2.10% 

SPAIN AND CANARY ISLANDS 17,863 -37.6% 8,101 -32.10% 
 

 
Top Destinations (by Airport) 

Airport 
1 Jan – 

31 Mar 2012 
% Change* 

1 Mar – 31 
Mar 2012 

% Change* 

LONDON - GATWICK 48,261 3.3% 17,837 -5.20% 

LONDON - HEATHROW 42,888 -3.8% 16,038 -1.60% 

FRANKFURT 41,946 7.5% 15,801 4.60% 

ROME - FIUMICINO 37,322 -19.0% 14,599 -22.20% 

MANCHESTER 28,480 4.7% 11,742 10.10% 
 

 
 
* compared to same period for 2011 
 

Note: With the exception of cargo and mail and MTOW, all figures relate to scheduled & non-
scheduled movements, excluding General Aviation. 
 

For further information on traffic results, log on to www.maltairport.com/stats or contact the MIA 
PR & Corporate Communications Department on 2369 6288 
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