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QUOTE 

Malta International Airport plc welcomes the news that the European Commission has 

approved a €12 million Maltese aid measure to compensate Malta International 

Airport for the losses suffered due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

  

This measure aims at compensating Malta International Airport plc for the material 

losses suffered during the period between 21 March and 30 June 2020 due to the 

coronavirus pandemic and the travel ban imposed by Malta to limit the spread of the 

virus, which effectively closed the airport’s doors to all passenger traffic, bar cargo, 

humanitarian and repatriation flights.   

  

Malta International Airport registered year-on-year traffic growth in the decade 

leading to 2020, which culminated in a record of 7.3 million passenger movements in 

2019. This figure was slashed by the COVID-19 pandemic, with the airport having 

ended 2020 with just 1.7 million passenger movements, which is roughly equivalent 

to the traffic handled by the same airport in the first four months of 2019. While 2021 

brought an improvement of 45.3% over 2020 traffic, passenger numbers still remained 

65.2% below pre-pandemic levels.  

  

The news of the approval of this measure comes at a time when Malta International 

Airport plc is witnessing encouraging signs of recovery, as it works towards 

recovering connectivity lost during the pandemic while simultaneously investing in 

infrastructural projects aimed at unlocking further commercial opportunities. 

  



  

  

Malta International Airport plc is now awaiting further information from the 

Government of Malta in relation to the application process to receive the above-

mentioned compensation for the damage directly caused by the pandemic, as 

stipulated in the EU Article 107(2)(b). 

 

UNQUOTE 

Signed: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Louis de Gabriele 

Company Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

About Malta International Airport 

2022 marks 30 years since the new Malta International Airport terminal building was inaugurated, ushering in an exciting era for tourism and the local aviation industry. Between 2002 – the year when 

the airport was privatised – and 2021, more than 75 million passengers travelled through the terminal building.  

  

The building, which was originally designed with the aim of eventually handling 2.5 million passengers annually, saw a record 7.3 million passengers in 2019 alone, before COVID-19 slashed this 

number in 2020. 

  

The terminal’s continuous evolution, particularly through an investment of more than €30 million in two extensions together with a more recent €12 million reconfiguration, and the Company’s vision 

of service excellence, led to Malta International Airport being awarded the ‘Best Airport in Europe’ accolade by Airports Council International in 2018, 2019 and 2020.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:12008E107&from=EN

